
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Extraordinary Explorers  

Christopher Columbus Robert Falcon Scott Neil Armstrong Helen Sharman  Tim Peake Felicity Aston  

    
 

 

Born: 1451      Died: 

1506  

(aged 54) 

Born: 1868      

Died:1912 

(aged 44) 

Born: 1930      

Died: 2012 

(aged 82) 

Born:1963  Born: 1972 Born: 1977 

Discovered the route 

to America from 

Europe. He called it 

the ‘New World’ 

The first British 

explorer to reach 

the South Pole.  

The first person to 

walk on the moon in 

1969. 

First British astronaut to 

go into space in 1991   

The first British 

astronaut to visit the 

International Space 

Station (ISS) in 2015 

First female explorer to 

ski across Antarctica in 

2012  

Key vocabulary 

America               Cuba 

The Bahamas        ship 

Native Americans               

sailor    voyage      deck                 

the Indies   The New 

World 

Key vocabulary 

Antarctic,      South 

Pole,      Arctic,          

North Pole,  

diary,             sledge,            

frostbite,       polar 

Key vocabulary 

space          

astronaut               

mission        NASA                                             

moon  

launched                      

rocket. 

Key vocabulary 

space          astronaut               

mission  

launched  

Russian spacecraft                                                                              

Key vocabulary 

astronaut,  

International Space 

Station (ISS) 

 

Key vocabulary 

Antarctic, South Pole,    

ski   

 

 



 

  

 





 

 



     

 

 

Diagram – Social structure of Ancient Egypt  Places, Objects, and Occupations in Ancient Egypt  
  

The Great 
Pyramid of Giza 

 

The Great Pyramid of Giza is the oldest and 
largest of the Great Pyramids complex near 
Cairo. It is the oldest of the 7 wonders of the 

Ancient World, and the only one still intact. It 
was built for pharaoh Khufu. 

Where? 
Cairo, northern 

Egypt 

Key Fact: 
The Great Pyramid 

is 146 metres tall. 
 

Valley of the 
Kings 

 

The Valley of the Kings is a place where 
pharaohs were buried for nearly 500 years, 

between 16th-11th Century BC. Tombs were cut 
out of the rock. Tutankhamun’s famous tomb 

is located in the valley. 

Where? 
Banks of the 
River Nile, 

Luxor, southern 
Egypt 

Key Fact: 
The tombs were 

stocked with goods 
that the pharaoh 
would need in the 

next world. 
 

The Great 
Sphinx 

 

The Great Sphinx is a large limestone sculpture 
of a sphinx: a mythical creature with the body 
of a lion and the head of a human. At some 

point in the past, the nose has been removed. It 
is one of the oldest monuments in existence. 

Where? 
Cairo, northern 

Egypt 

Key Fact: 
The Great Sphinx is 

73 metres long 
from head to tail! 

The River Nile 

 

The River Nile is the life source upon which life 
in Ancient Egypt flourished. It created (and still 
creates) banks of fertile soil for the Egyptians to 
live and farm on. In total it is 4,160 miles long! 

Where? 
North to south 
across Egypt 

(and beyond!) 

Key Fact: 
The Nile is often 
considered the 

longest river in the 
world. 

   
Ancient City of 

Thebes 
 

Thebes was an Ancient Egyptian city that was 
the capital during the Middle Kingdom and 

New Kingdom. Its ruins lie within what is now 
the city of Luxor. 

Where? 
Luxor, southern 

Egypt 

Key Fact: 
It is often called the 

‘world’s greatest 
open air museum.’ Ancient Egyptian Pharaohs 

 

Tutankhamun 
 
Tutankhamun is often known as ‘The Boy 
King’, as he ruled from when he was 9 years 
old, and died when he was just 18 (between 

1332 and 1323BC). His golden coffin was buried in the Valley 
of Kings, and was surrounded by around 5,000 priceless 
treasures. His tomb is one of the few that was found with 
everything still in it (by Howard Carter in 1922), meaning he 
has become possibly the most famous pharaoh of all. 

Ramesses II 
 
Ramesses II is often considered as the greatest, 
most powerful Egyptian pharaoh of all – later 
Egyptians often called him ‘The Great Ancestor.’ 
He led the Egyptians into many battles (which 
were almost always won), and constructed many temples 
and buildings. His queen, Nefertari, was famed for her 
beauty. Ramesses II lived until the age of 92, which was an 
exceptionally old age back in Ancient Egyptian times. 

 

Mummies 

 

Egyptian believed that their bodies would be 
needed for the afterlife. So, the rich paid for 

their bodies to be mummified: purified, 
preserved & wrapped in linen.  

How? 
Salts were used 
to dry out the 

body. 

Key Fact: 
It could take up to 

70 days to 
mummify a body! 

Clothes 

 

As Egypt is a hot country, people wore 
lightweight linen clothes to keep them cool. 
Until the age of six, most children would not 

wear any clothes. 

How? 
Linen is made 
from the flax 

plant. 

Key Fact: 
Egyptians wore 

jewels & make-up 
to please the gods. 

 

Farming 

 

The pharaoh made peasants farm on the 
fertile lands. The people of Egypt were able to 

grow things like wheat, barley, fruit, 
vegetables, figs and melons. 

How? 
Fertile Nile soil 
was ideal for 

farming. 

Key Fact: 
Every June, 

farming stopped as 
the Nile flooded. 

Menes 
 
Menes is believed by many to have been the 
first pharaoh of Ancient Egypt (between 3407 
and 3346 BC) – it is said that he did so by 

bringing upper Egypt and lower Egypt together for the first 
time. He is thought to have even worn both crowns: the 
white crown of lower Egypt and the red crown of upper 
Egypt. He built the city of Memphis and made it the capital. 
He may have been killed by a hippopotamus.  

Cleopatra 
 

Cleopatra was the last pharaoh of Ancient Egypt, 
living between 69 BC and 30 BC. After her 
father’s death, the throne was left to 18 year old 
Cleopatra and her 10 year old brother, Ptolemy, and the 
two were married. She quickly became the main ruler. It is 
believed that then, as ruler, she had all three of her siblings 
killed. She became a close ally of Julius Caesar of Rome, and 
had his baby. It is said that she could speak 7 languages. 

 

Sports 

 

The Ancient Egyptians enjoyed many sports. 
Most were designed to prepare young men for 
battle, for example wrestling, boxing, chariot 

racing and archery.  

How? 
Egyptians 

invented rules 
for many sports. 

Key Fact: 
Many sports they 

played are still 
played today! 

Festivals 
 

 

Throughout the year the Egyptians held 
various festivals. Many of these were in honour 
of the gods, and there would be both offerings 

and celebrations. 

How? 
Some took 

place according 
to the moon.  

Key Fact: 
The most well-

known festival was 
the Opet Festival. 

Egyptian Gods  
The ancient Egytpians worshipped many gods and goddesses (there were around 
2000 in total!) Some of these looked very much like humans, whereas others were 
part human and part animal. Animals were chosen to represent the powers of the 
god. Ra was possibly the most important god. He was deemed to be the god of the 
sun and the lord of all of the other gods. He was often presented as having the 
head of a hawk. Another important god was Anubis, who was the god of the dead. 
Jackals were often seen in cemeteries, as it was believed that they were watching 
over the dead. So, Anubis was often shown with the head of a dog. 

 

Hunting 

 

The Egyptians hunted for both food and 
entertainment. This was normally an activity 
for the rich, however the poor also enjoyed 

hunting when there was time. 

How? 
They used 

spears, arrows 
and sticks. 

Key Fact: 
Even dangerous 
animals like lions 

were hunted. 

 

 

Hieroglyphics 

 

Hieroglyphics were pictures that Ancient 
Egyptians used to represent objects, actions, 
sounds, and ideas. In total, there were more 

than 700 different hieroglyphics. Some of the 
pictures stood for whole words.  

How? 
Plants were 
crushed to 
make ink. 

Key Fact:  
Hieroglyphics were 
often carved onto 
the walls of tombs. 

  

Ancient Egypt Timeline 

2500 BC – The Great Sphinx 
and the Great Pyramid are 

built at Giza. 

1550 BC – Many of the 
royal tombs are built in 

the Valley of Kings. 

3000 BC– Walled towns and 
villages begin to be built, made 

of mud brick 

6000 BC – People 
began to settle in the 

Nile valley 

1325 BC– King 
Tutankhamun was buried 

in the Valley of Kings 

3o BC – Queen Cleopatra died, 
signalling the end of Ancient 

Egypt as is it is normally known 

Ancient Egypt Social 
Class Structure 

The pharaoh and those that 
were linked to religion were the 

most powerful in society. 
Pharaohs were believed to be 
gods in human form, and so 

they had power over 
everything. Skilled workers 
made up the middle classes. 
Those at the bottom had no 

power, and worked long hours 
for little return. 

5000 BC – Egyptians 
farmed sheep and cattle, 

and grew wheat and barley 

3500 BC – Craftsman begin 
to create wall paintings 

using hieroglyphic symbols 



1. The Mayans predicated that the world would end in 2012.
2. Flat foreheads were fashionable so they would put baby’s heads in a 

press to squash them.
3. It was considered beautiful to be cross-eyed so parents would hang balls 

in-between their children’s eyes to make them look inwards. 
4. Mayans sacrificed humans for religious and medical reasons. It was an 

honour to be sacrificed!
5. Noblewomen would file their teeth into sharp points.

Vocabulary List
Artefact An object that is made by a person, such as a tool or a decoration, especially one 

that is of historical interest. 
Calendar A printed table showing all the days, weeks and months of the year. 
Civilisation Human society which is organised.
Dynasty A series of rulers or leaders who are all from the same family, or a period when a 

country is ruled by them.
Empire A group of countries ruled by a single person, government or country.
Hieroglyphics A system of writing using pictures not words. 
Kingdom A place ruled by a king, queen or important person. 
Maize Also known as corn, is a cereal grain. 
Prediction A statement about what you think will happen in the future. 
Temple A building used for the worship of a god or gods in some religions. 
Tomb A large stone structure or underground room where someone, especially an 

important person, is buried. 

1100 BC Hunter 
gatherers settle along 
the Pacific coast.

1100 BC
Settlements 
begin to appear.

700 BC Maya 
writing is 
developed

100 BC The first 
Maya Pyramids 
are built.

900 -1200 AD    
El Castillo is 
built.

250 AD 
Beginning of the 
Classic Period.

1000 AD Chichen 
Itza is the most 
powerful city.

1502 AD First 
contact with 
Europe.

Maya Civilization Knowledge Organiser

The Maya were a civilisation who lived in Mesoamerica (now Central 
America) between approximately 2000 BCE and 900CE. 

They are known for being the first Mesoamericans to develop writing. They 
also had a sophisticated culture in which they lived in city states. 

They built spectacular monuments and stepped pyramids – some (e.g. 
Chichen Itza) have become world tourist destinations in the modern day. 

They were also well-known for their advanced maths and calendars. Around 
900CE, Maya cities became abandoned. No one knows for sure why this 
happened.

Summary Top 5 Maya Facts



Rochdale Pioneers  

Vocabulary  Facts  Victorians  

Mill  A building where raw materials like 
cotton are made into basic 
products such as cloth 

Industrial 
revolution  

The industrial revolution was a time 
of change. Products that were often 
made by hand began to be made by 
machines in factories and mills 

Queen 
Victoria  

The Last empress from 1837 to 1901. She is one 
of the longest serving monarchs in British 
history (63 years). The Victorian era is named 
after her. 
 

 
Chimney 
sweep 

A person, often a small child, who 
would clean chimneys using a long 
brush. 

Weaving  Between 1860 and 1870 Oldham was 
the most productive cotton-spinning 
town in the world. By 1911 there 
were over 200 mills in Rochdale. 

Prince 
Albert  

Husband of Queen Victoria, died in 1861. 

Reform  Changing something to improve it. The 
Pennines  

Range of hills and mountains that 
separate North-West England from 
Yorkshire. The Pennines have damp 
air which stopped cotton fibres from 
snapping 

Rochdale 
Pioneers  

28 men from Rochdale who saved money and 
started the cooperative movement.  

Workhouse A building where poor people 
received a bed and food in return 
for work 

Coal mines  Steam engines, locomotives, 
steamships were fuelled from burning 
coal. Coal is a rock found 
underground made from dead plants. 

Charles 
Dickens  

Famous Victorian author. He wrote: Oliver 
Twist, A Christmas Carol and Great 
Expectations. 

Slums  An overcrowded and unpleasant 
area of a city where poor people 
live. 

British Empire  Dr. 
Barnardo  

Founder of the charity Barnardo’s in 1867 - 
providing homes and canal A channel of water 
made by humans for education for poor 
children. 
 
 
 



Reign  The length of time that a person is 
king or queen for 

Empire - A group of countries ruled over by a single 
king or queen. The British Empire was the largest the 
world had ever seen. Victoria ruled over the 
following countries –  
India (known as ‘the jewel in the crown’ of the 
Empire) 
 Australia  
New Zealand  
Parts of South America  
Parts of Africa including Egypt and Kenya 

Important Victorian Laws:  
1847 Ten Hour Act - No child to work more than ten hours a 
day  
1847 Factory Act - No child to be employed in a factory  
1851 Mines Act - No child under ten to work in mines 

 
Rochdale Town Hall  

Canal  A channel of water made by 
humans for education for poor 
children. travelling by boat or for 
bringing water to crops or factories 

Industrial Revolution  

Monarchy  A system of having a king or queen 
rule over a country. As one king or 
queen dies, the power is passed to 
another member of the family. 

Characteristics of the Industrial Revolution The five 
changes that characterised the Industrial Revolution 
are –  
1. The use of new materials such as iron and steel  
2. The use of new energy sources such as coal, steam 
and electricity  
3. The invention of machines to increase production  
4. Building of large factories  
5. Developments in transportation including steam 
locomotive, cars and planes 

Coal  A hard, black material that is found 
in the earth and burned as fuel. 

Coronation  The special ceremony for crowning 
a new king or queen. 

Cotton Cotton is a soft fluffy fibre which 
grows on cotton plants. These 
were grown in America and 
imported into Rochdale to make 
cloth.  

Pioneers  Individuals who started or came up 
with a revolutionary idea.  

Cooperative  Everyone working together to 
achieve a common goal.  

 



Romans 

 



 

 





 



The Great Fire of London 
 

 
 

Key People 

  

Thomas 
Farriner 

-The 
Baker  

An ember 
from one of 
the ovens 

started the 
fire. 

 

Samuel 
Pepys 

He kept a diary 
of the events. 
This is one of 
the ways we 
know what 
happened. 

 

King 
Charles 

|| 

After the fire, 
he made a 

new law that 
said all houses 
must be built 

from brick and 
built further 

apart. 

Vocabulary 
London The Capital city of England, where the fire happened. 

River Thames The river running through London. Many people used boats on the river to escape 
the fire. 

St Pauls 
Cathedral 

A Christian building that was burnt to the ground. A new cathedral was designed 
by Sir Christopher Wren and rebuilt after the fire. 

Fire hook Giant hooks used to pull down houses. 

Fire break When buildings were destroyed on purpose to make a gap in the houses so the 
fire could not spread. 

Key Questions 
When and 

where did the 
fire start? 

The fire started in a bakery on Pudding Lane on the 2nd September, 1666. 

Why did the 
fire spread? 

The city had not had rain for a long time so it was very dry. The houses were made 
of wood and built very close together so the fire spread easily and quickly. There 

was no fire brigade.  

How did they 
fight the fire? 

There was no fire brigade so people had to help. They used leather buckets, water 
squirters, fire hooks and fire breaks. 

What 
happened 

after the fire? 

When the wind died down and they managed to put out the fire, many people 
were left homeless. Many people had to sleep in tents or leave London. A fire 

brigade was invented. 



 The Alliance system 

Many countries had made alliances with one other. They agreed to protect 

each other. If one was attacked, the others would defend them. 

The war was fought between: 

 The Triple Alliance: Germany, Austria-Hungary and their allies. 

 The Triple Entente: Great Britain, France and Russia. 

Trench Warfare  
 

Many battles were fought using trench warfare. 
 

Long ditches were dug in the ground. Soldiers lived in the trenches and some-

times climbed out to attack. 
 

A famous example of trench war was the Battle of the Somme which started in 

July 1916. 
 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand  

The assassination of Franz Ferdinand (Archduke 

of Austria) sparked the outbreak of World War 

One. 

Glossary 

1 Alliance when countries join forces or work together to 

achieve a certain goal 

2 Armistice a formal agreement of warring parties to stop fighting 

3 Conscription the requirement by law to join the armed forces 

4 Front Line the area where the armies are engaged in fighting 

5 The Great War the name used for World War One at the time 

6 No Man’s Land the area of land between two enemy trench systems 

7 Treaty a written agreement between two or more countries 

8  Trench long ditches dug into the ground where soldiers lived 

                                                                            World War One



New Technology  

There were major developments in technology during 

World War One. New weapons and machines 

changed the way war was fought forever. Britain used 

tanks in battle  for the first time in September 1916. 
 

Aeroplanes were recent inventions. As aircraft tech-

nology developed, planes became more important.  
 

Battleships– conflicts 

which took place on the 

sea were known as naval 

battles. 
 

Artillery field guns fired 

shells that exploded when 

they hit something. 
 

Machine guns fired up to 

600 bullets a minute and 

were extremely danger-

ous. 

The Treaty of Versailles 

World War One ended at 11am on 

11 November, 1918—this became 

known as Armistice Day. The 

leaders of the USA, Great Britain 

and France met in Versailles to de-

cide what should happen next. The 

agreement was called the Treaty of Versailles.  

Terms of the treaty included: 

 Germany had to accept total blame for starting 

the war. 

 They could not join the new League of Nations 

 Some places Germany used to own were taken 

from them. 

 Germany were banned from having an army of 

more than 100,000 men and from having any 

submarines or an air force. 

 The country had to pay 132 billion gold marks 

to repair the damages of war. They became 

poor because of this.  

Remembrance day 

Every year on 11 November, people in the UK 

stop for a short moment of reflection. Poppies, 

which grew on the barren fields of World War One, are 

used to remember soldiers who died.  

Recruitment 
 

 In the first weekend of the war, 100 men an hour (3,000 a day) signed up to 

join the armed forces.  

 In 1916 Conscription was introduced. 

 Men were encouraged to join up with their friends, these were known as ‘Pals 

Battalions’. 

 Some men—called conscientious objectors—refused to fight for moral or reli-

gious reasons. They said their consciences would not allow them to kill.  

 A white feather was used as a symbol to mean a man was a 

coward.  The idea was to shame the man and make him join 

 

Key Dates 

June 1914: Assassination of Franz Ferdinand 
 

August 1914: Germany invades Belgium. Britain de-

clares war on Germany 
 

August 1914: Battle of Mons 
 

October 1914: Battle of Ypres 
 

December 1914: Christmas truce 
 

April 1915: Gas attack on Ypres 
 

April 1915: Allied landings at Gallipoli  
 

February 1916: Britain introduces conscription  
 

July 1916: Battle of the Somme begins 
 

July 1917: The United States declares war on Germany 
 

March 1918: Start of German Spring Offensive  
 

November 1918: Armistice  
 

June 1919: Treaty of Versailles signed  

the army.   Technology used in conflict has developed over time



Year 5 Invaders Knowledge Organiser 
 

Timeline 

AD 410 Roman rule ends in Britain. 

AD 459 Angles and Saxons invade. 

AD 550 Britain is broken up into small 

kingdoms. 

AD 633 Lindisfarne monastery built. 

AD 700 The Viking age begins. 

AD 793 First invasion by the Vikings. 

They raided monasteries on the 

coast including Lindisfarne, off 

the coast of Northumbria. 

AD 794 First raids on Scotland and 

Ireland. 

AD 865 Great Viking army from 

Denmark invades England. 

AD 866 Danes capture York (which the 

Viking called Jorvik) and make 

it their kingdom. 

AD 878 King Alfred the Great defeats 

the Vikings but allows them to 

settle in Eastern England. 

AD 954 Eric Bloodaxe, the last king of 

Jorvik, is thrown out of York. 

AD 1001 Vikings land in America and 

establish a settlement. 

AD 1014 King Canute (Cnut) of Denmark 

becomes King of England. 

AD 1066 Battle of Hastings occurred; 

William I (the Conqueror) 

crowned King of England. 

 

 

 

Migration 

 
Kingdoms 

Britain was split 

into 7 kingdoms in 

AD 550: 

Northumbria 

Mercia  

East Anglia 

Essex  

Wessex  

Sussex  

Kent. 

 

Longships 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Angles People from Germany who 

invaded Britain around AD 410. 

Anglo-Saxon The name given to the people 

who travelled from Germany 

and South Denmark and 

settled in Britain around AD 

410. 

invasion To try and take over a place by 

force. 

Jutes People from the Jutland 

peninsula (Germany and 

Southern Denmark) who 

invaded Britain around AD 410. 

migration Movement from one place to 

another in order to settle 

there. 

monastery  A building where people 

worship and devote their time 

to God. 

monk A member of a male religious 

community. 

pagan A person who follows a religion 

that is not a major religion. 

Saxons People from northern and 

central Germany who invaded 

Britain around AD 410. 

settler People who migrate to a new 

place. 

settlement A place where people have 

come to live and built homes. 



 Year 5 It’s All Greek To Me Knowledge Organiser  
 

   

Key Vocabulary 

acropolis The citadel of an ancient 

Greek city locates in Athens. 

architecture The art of planning, designing 

and constructing buildings. 

citadel A strong building in or near a 

city, where people could 

shelter for safety. 

city states Ancient Greek cities which had 

their own laws, governments 

and armies. 

coastal Somewhere which is at or near 

to the coast (sea). 

continent A very large area of land that 

consists of many countries. 

Europe is a continent. 

culture Activities such as the arts and 

philosophy, which are 

considered to be important for 

the development of civilisation. 

democracy A fair political system where 

all adults vote for an elected 

government. This government 

then makes decisions on how 

to run the country. 

hoplite A  citizen-soldier of the 

Ancient Greek city-states. 

invasion To try and take over a place by 

force. 

mountainous Somewhere which has land 

with many mountains. 

Olympics A festival to honour Zeus 

where Greeks competed 

against each other. 

Map of Ancient Greece 

 
Olympics 

The Olympic games began over 2,700 

years ago in Olympia, Greece.  The Games 

were part of a religious festival, held 

in honour of Zeus, king of the gods and 

took place every four years at Olympia.  

People from all over the Greek world came 

to watch and but only men were allowed to 

take part. 

Olympic Events 

Running race in full 

armour 

Javelin 

Pankration (boxing 

and wrestling 

combined) 

Horse race 

Wrestling Long jump 

Trumpeting (Loudest 

wins!) 

Chariot race 

 

Running Discus 

Greek Timeline 

3000 BC Greek civilisation begins. 

776 BC The first Olympic games are 

held. 

508 BC Democracy is introduced in 

Athens. 

490 BC 

 

Persia invades Greece at the 

battle of Marathon. Athenians 

defeat Persians  

450 BC 

 

Athens becomes a very 

powerful city and controls an 

empire! 

432 BC 

 

The Parthenon in Athens is 

finished being built. 

431 BC – 

404 BC 

War between Athens and 

Sparta. Spartans defeat 

Athenians. 

336 BC Alexander the Great becomes 

king. 

146 BC 

 

Romans conquer Greece. End of 

Greek empire. 

0 AD Jesus Christ was born 

1896 AD Modern Olympic games begin. 

Greek Gods and Goddesses 

Aphrodite  Goddess of Love and Beauty 

and protector of sailors 

Apollo God of light and music. 

Athena Goddess of wisdom 

Hera Goddess of Marriage and 

Queen of Olympus. 

Hermes Messenger to the Gods 

Poseidon God of the Sea 

Zeus God of the Sky and King of 

Olympus 



Year 5 Kings And Queens Knowledge Organiser 
 

Dynasties 

1042 - 1066 Saxon 

1066 - 1154 Norman 

1154 - 1399 Plantagenet 

1399 - 1461 Lancaster 

1461 - 1485 York 

1485 - 1603 Tudor 

1603 - 1649 Stuart 

1649 – 1660 Commonwealth 

1660 - 1714 Stuart 

1714 - 1901 Hanover 

1901 - 1910 Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 

1910 – present day Windsor 

Significant Places 

Buckingham Palace 

The London 

residence of the 

reigning monarch.  

 
 

Westminster Abbey 

Originally built by 

Edward the 

Confessor. Where 

coronations take      

place. 
 

Tower of London 

Originally built by 

William the 

Conqueror. 

Protector of the 

crown jewels. 
 

 

 

 

Significant Monarchs 

King Charles I 

Reigned 1625 – 1649 

Had several disagreements 

with Parliament during his 

reign. 

For 11 years Charles ruled 

the country without 

Parliament and imposed his own taxes 

The start of the English Civil War began 

during his reign and Parliament had Charles 

I executed. 

Queen Victoria 

Reigned 1837 – 1901 

Victoria became queen 

when she 18 years old. 

 In 1840 she married her 

cousin, Albert, and 

eventually gave him the 

name Prince Consort. They 

had nine children together. 

t When Albert died in 1861, Victoria spent 

the rest of her life wearing black clothes. 

Queen Elizabeth II 

Current reigning monarch 

since 1952. 

Longest ever reigning 

monarch. 

Elizabeth’s coronation was 

the first ever to be shown 

on TV. 

Married to Prince Phillip and has 4 children 

Charles, Anne, Andrew and Edward.  

Celebrated Sapphire Jubilee in 2017. 

Key Vocabulary 

abdicate Give up, such as power, as of 

monarchs and emperors. 

commonwealth A political system in which 

power lies in a body of 

citizens. 

coronation The ceremony of installing a 

new monarch. 

descendant A person considered as coming 

from some ancestor or race. 

dynasty A series of leaders in the 

same family, like the British 

Royal Family. 

hereditary Inherited or inheritable by 

established rules of descent. 

illegitimate Contrary to or forbidden by 

law. 

interregnum The time between two reigns 

or governments. 

line of succession The order in which individuals 

are expected to succeed one 

another in some official 

position. 

monarch A nation's ruler usually by 

hereditary right. 

protestant A member or follower of any 

of the Western Christian 

Churches that is separate 

from the Roman Catholic 

Church. 

reign Royal authority; the dominion 

of a monarch. 

sovereign A nation's ruler usually by 

hereditary right. 


